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Open Farm Tours is celebrating their 10-
year anniversary of building a sustainable, 
regional food system through relational 
wealth that connects family farms with 
community. Meet your farmers and tour 
12 family-owned farms on Saturday & 
Sunday, October 7th – 8th at Open Farm 
Tours! Learn what is involved in growing 
our food and get a behind-the-scenes look 
into our region’s vibrant working 
agricultural landscape. Learn about how 
important sustainable farming methods 
are to the health of the Earth and our 
community. Participatin Farms are                                                                
@prevedellifarms, Terra Sole 
Nursery, @esperanzacommunityfarms, @l
iveearthfarm, @beeline_blooms, @seatos
kyfarmsantacruz, @thomasfamilyfarmflow
ers, @mariquitafarm, @pajaropastures, 
Dos Aguilas olive grove, Fruitilicious Farm 
and @albafarmers. Participate in farm 
activities like apple juicing, tastings, U-
Picks, workshops, demos, farm dinners &  
 

more. Learn about the sustainable 
agriculture methods used to grow our 
food and spend a day outside getting to 
know our farming community. Healthy 
food, farms and families is what we’re all 
about! Visit https://www.open 
farmtours.com/ to purchase tickets, view 
all participating farms biographies, farm 
activity guide & schedule.   

 

SAVE YOUR CLEAN 

UP UNTIL SPRING! 
 
Are you ready to change the way you 
clean up your perennial garden in the fall? 
Changing just a few of the ways we do 
things can make a huge difference to 
birds, amphibians, butterflies, moths, 
bees, and other beneficial insects that 
overwinter. The first thing: stop  
removing all the fallen leaves from the 
landscape. Leaves provide insulation for 
overwintering forms of butterflies and 
moths, and camouflage which helps 
caterpillars survive. 
 
Stop cutting back perennial forbs in the 
fall. Plants are still hosting life in the 
winter, despite the browning of leaves. 
And in the spring, it will be easier to find 
where you planted your treasures in years 
past! In addition to butterflies, carpenter 
and other bees nest in the pith of stems. 
The bees are further encouraged if 
gardeners cut the tips of the stems, 
making it easier to crawl inside. It is best 
to not cut back these dead stems until late 
spring, if at all (foliage will grow up around 
the stems). When you do so, cut back to 
12-18 inches and cut the snipped foliage 
into large chunks and spread around the 
garden to prevent tossing nesting bees 
into the compost pile. 
 
Don’t trim shrubs—fall is not the time 
anyway, and large shrubs can host 
overwintering insects and birds.  
Avoid removing downed trees and logs. 

When possible, keep downed trees 
in the landscape. We birdwatchers 
delight in snags hosting a variety of 
birds.  If it’s not possible to leave the 
entire tree, keep a few logs for bees 
and other insects to overwinter or 
nest in.   
It might be hard, but you might 
want to temper eradicating weeds 
from the landscape. Some weeds 
are very beneficial to butterflies and 
bees. Buckeye butterfly larvae feed 
upon the common plantain. Early-
blooming weeds (violets, 
dandelions) are crucial in the early 
spring before trees flower. 
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Gardening with Native Plants and Starting Wildflowers from Seed 

October 7, 2023 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM 

Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History, 165 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove 

UC Master Gardeners of Monterey & Santa Cruz 

Join us at the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History and learn about oue amazing and diverse native flora. Many of these spe-
cies are great additions to home landscapes and you will be able to see many of them in the Museum gardens. Gardening with 
native plants has so many benefits from supporting pollinators and biodiversity to saving water and sequestering carbon. And 

fall is a great time to begin to add native plants to your home landscape. In addition, many local species are 
easily propagated by seed. We'll show you how to start wildflowers from some of the seed we've collected 
from our Demonstration Garden in Watsonville and you'll go home with seed to sow in your own garden. 

Space is limited! 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/dc94debc-a036-4eac-99d2-3d8b9a7ad3ff 

 

https://cruzcnps.org/plant-sales/ 
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Annie’s says: “Happy and healthy spring gardens are born in 
fall, and we’re here to tell you, fall has arrived! As temps get 
cooler and the days grow shorter, it sends a message to plants 
that it is time to slow down the production of leaves and 
shoots, and focus on what lies below. Beginning just inches 
down into the soil, plants take advantage of the season's opti-
mal conditions - warm soil temps and stable      moisture levels 
- to promote an extensive new network of 
roots, that subsequently fosters vigorous 
new growth once plants sense even a hint 
of spring. Healthy roots support strong 
plants, and strong plants offer bounties of 
blooms! Perennials, which return year 
after year, are foundation plants in your 
garden and are especially fond of fall 
planting. Lucky for you, perennials come 
in all different sizes, shapes and colors. 
There's a perfect match for every garden.” 

 

 

 

https://www.annies                      

annuals.com/ 

 

https://myemail.constant 

contact.com/Fall-is-

Planting-Season--What-

Attracts-Pollinators-.html?

soid=1101318247526&aid

=qWOx9Rg3E20 
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In Firescaping Your Home, ecologists Adrienne Edwards and Rachel 
Schleiger provide expert guidance and specific recommendations on 
how to harden homes against fire and create defensible space without 
sacrificing beauty. In addition to design recommendations and mainte-
nance techniques, the book features an in-depth list of hundreds of 
native plants that have evolved to coexist with fires. Edwards and 
Schleiger diligently explore how and why these plants sustain wildlife 
and are powerful tools for defending homes from wildfires.               
Approachable and thorough, this is an essential guide to teach home-
owners how to protect their property while cultivating a lush and 
attractive landscape.  

https://www.bookshop san-

tacruz.com/nik-sharma 
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         Gardeners’ Club Board News 

The October23rd Board Meeting will be a POTLUCK at 
Lise Bixler’s home in Bonny Doon, 91 Country Estates 
Drive. Lise’s garden has gone through a growth spurt 
since the rains, to put it mildly—come see! The garden 

tour will start at 6 p.m. If you’d like to 
carpool, contact Cherry Thompson (see 

contact info back page. ) Or 
email Lise for directions 
(lisebixler@sbc@sbcglobal.ne) 
- don’t depend on cell phones 
up here. You don’t have to be a 
Board member to attend, but 
we weldome people who want 
to participate in the Club do-
ings. And we are desperately in 
need of help. We need some-
one to help with contacting 

local papers and web sites about our monthly meetings. 
And we really, really need to fill the Vice President posi-
tion to help coordinate meetings. 

Continue the returns of your harvest year after year 
through seed saving! Learn how to save seeds with Karla 
DeLong of Beeline Blooms during this helpful presenta-
tion. You will learn all of these skills to take home to use in 
your own garden:  

• What plants to select seeds from 

• How to cure seed heads 

• How to process seeds 

• Packaging & storage  

Presenter Karla DeLong started Beeline Blooms Flower 
Farm (http://www.beelineblooms.com/) in 2022 to bring col-
or and joy back to our mountain community, devastated by 

the CZU Lightning Com-
plex Fire two years ear-
lier. The farm festures 
several hundred varie-
ties of naturally grown 
dahlias. 

Also—check out the 
brand new program 
Felton Seed Library! You 
can donate seeds, take 
some home, and 
help our commu-
nity grow! You 
can try to allow 
one plant of each 
type in your gar-
den to go to seed 

in order to start this fall. The Felton Seed Library will be 
stored in the colorful chest in the lobby. It will accept gar-
den and commercial seeds less than 2 years old; infor-
mation on types of seeds to save will be available there. 

Help our neighborhoods blossom with biodiversity!   Save 
seeds for yourself or donate to the Seed Library.. 

 

6121 Gushee St., 

Felton 
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Dennis’ 7 Dees is a local, family-owned and operated landscaping and garden center business  serving Oregon and Washington. 
They are offering two  online landscape guides. Get inspired with garden design tips, plant selection, color palettes, and more! 
The Modern Landscape is balanced, clean, geometric, and minimal, featuring soft textures against organized lines.  Palettes ei-
ther energize your spirits or create a relaxing vacation more. The Bohemian Landscape is relaxed and organic, drawing inspira-
tion from wild, open prairies where layers of plants flow together providing seamless texture, color, and movement. Two plant 
palettes for the garden bring the vision to life—one soft and romantic, the other dark and moody. Download at https://
dennis7dees.com/landscape-garden-design-guide/. 
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UCSC HARVEST FEST IVAL     
Center for Agroeco logy                  

SatUrday , Oct .14              
11;00 A.M . -3 :00 P .M .                                   

                               
UCSC Farm 

  Farm Road ,   Santa CruZ 
The 2023 Harvest Festival will feature live 
music, an apple pie baking contest, hands-
on gardening workshops, kids' activities, 
and more! Stay nourished with food from 
local eateries and connect with students 
and community members. 

$5 admission / Free admission for kids 
under 12, UCSC, Hartnell College, and Ca-
brillo College students with a student ID, 
Semillas program families, and Friends of 
the UCSC Farm & Garden members. Please 
pre-register with credit card or pay cash at 
the gate. 

Bicycling, car pooling, ridesharing, and 
public transportation are encouraged as 
parking is limited. If you drive to the 

event, please plan to park in UCSC Lot 
#104 (East Remote parking lot) and walk 
or take a complimentary shuttle to the 
farm. There will be directional signage to 
help you get to the correct parking lot and 
farm entrances.  

Please bring a reusable water bottle to 
save plastic and stay hydrated! Pets are  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

not allowed 
on the UC San-
ta Cruz cam-
pus (with the 
exception of 
service ani-
mals).  

Harvest Festi-
val Schedule 

11am — Gates open! 
11am — Workshop - Choosing the Right 
Fruit Tree (Hay Barn) 
11:15am-12:15pm — Live music (Farm 
stage) 
12:30pm — Apple pie contest entries due 
(Life Lab Outdoor Kitchen) 
12:45pm-1:45pm — Live music (Farm 
stage) 
1pm — Workshop - Starting a Native Wild-
flower Garden (Hay Barn) 
1pm — Apple pie contest judging begins 
(Life Lab Outdoor Kitchen) 
1:30pm-2pm — Storytelling (FoodWhat?! 
Tent) 
2pm — Apple pie contest winner an-
nounced (Farm stage) 
2:15-3:15pm — Live music (Farm stage) 
3:30pm — Event ends 

The Harvest Festival is presented by the 
UC Santa Cruz Center for Agroecology, the 
Food Systems Working Group, Measure 43 
and Life Lab.                                                    
Contact agroecology@ucsc.edu for more 
information or to request accommoda-
tions. 
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Members-at-Large 

Debbie Kindle 

poppy-54@live.com 

 Plant Table 

Lupe Allen,  247-2705 
lupea@ucsc.edu  

Evelyn & George Zhovreboff 

1-916-303-3673 

zhovreboff@aol.com 

 Refreshments 

Marge  Gregory 

684-1529 

margegrego-

ry41@gmail.com 

 

Webmaster 

Joe Thompson  

 joe@joehometech.com  

  

The Gardeners' Club 

President 

Cherry Thompson, 475-0991 

cherrylea@comcast.net 

Vice President & Publicit 

VACANT 

Secretary 

April Barclay, 688-7656 

AABarclay@aol.com 

Treasurer  

Dena Gonsalve –345 –1764  

denagonsalves@hotmail.com 

 Membership 

Suzanne Caron 609-6230 

Suzanne.bottomline@gmail.com 

Hospitality 

Joanna Hall 

jhavelock@sbcglobal.net 

 662-8821 

Newsletter Writer/Editor 

Lise Bixler, 457-2089 

lisebixler@sbcglobal.net 

www.thegardenersclub.org 

 It's easy-peasy to join our club!  

Dues are $15 per calendar year. Make check 

to "The Gardeners' Club" and mail to P.O. Box 3025., Ben Lomond, 

CA 95005. Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the 2nd Thursday of 

each month at the Aptos Grange , 2555 Mar Vista Dr., Aptos 

 P.O. Box 3025, Ben Lomond CA 95005 

Our front page logo iis graciously shared with us by  artist Lisa Za-
dor. Order a print or see more of her work at her Etsy shop  

www.etsy.com/shop/curiousprintpattern. 

mailto:lupea@ucsc.edu
mailto:humusme@aol.com
mailto:jhavelock@sbcglobal.net

