
  

 

A Visit From Linda Beatham  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I belong in a greenhouse,” said Linda Beatham when we 
visited her while working at Tiedemann’s Nursery in 
Soquel. It’s hard to argue that, watching her enjoyment 
while skillfully propagating, potting and arranging  
succulents.   

Two of her passions are art and gardening, which she has 
combined by starting her own landscape company, and by 
teaching gardening and art at her Pleasure Point home. 

Her interest is focused on designing with succulents right 
now, so when she comes to our meeting she will talk to us 
about how to make succulent wreaths and wall 
arrangements. She will give us a demonstration or two. 
She also has a wealth of knowledge about propagating 
succulents, and she said people don’t realize how easy it 
is. She will teach us all about that. We are hoping that 
she’ll bring some plants or arrangements from 
Tiedemann’s for us to purchase, as well. 

Join us for what promises to be an informative and 
inspiring meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminder: Next month is our Plant 

Swap and Sale! Time to start seeds, pot 

up or divide extra pants, collect 

unwanted tools and décor, etc.! 

“Poor, dear, silly Spring, preparing her annual surprise!”  ~Wallace Stevens  

The March equinox will occur at 5:31 Pacific Standard Time on March 20.  
The sun will shine directly on the equator and the length of day and night will be equal 

in all days of the world.  Spring—at last! 

Santa Cruz County, California             March 2012               Writer/Editor: Lise Bixler 

Find out more about Linda, her creative interests, classes and 

landscaping services, at her website, http://lindabeatham.com/.  

Thursday, March 8th, 7-9 p.m. 

Aptos Grange, 2555 Mar Vista Dr. 

Refreshments will be served. 
Thank you to Kerry Skyles for 
snack and juice, and Denise 

Kennedy for dessert. 

Succulents happily propagating at 
Tiedemann’s Nursery. 

Your appetite will be whetted for succulents 

after this meeting, so you’ll be happy to know 

that the UCSC Gardening Club has invited us 

to accompany them to their field trip to the 

Succulent Growing Grounds in Castroville on 

Monday, March 12th at 11:00 a.m. There will 

be a tour and the opportunity to buy plants at a 

discount. You can meet at the nursery (2133 

Elkhorn Rd., Castroville), or carpool by 

meeting in the  back lot of the Soquel 

Congregational Church, 4951 Soquel Dr., 

Soquel, at 10:25 p.m. 

The Board Meeting will be at 6:00 on March 

26th at  April Barclay's, 7158 Freedom Blvd. 

Everyone is invited; you don’t need to be a 

Board member. April says not to expect too 

much from the tour of her garden—she’s lost a 

lot to frost.  

http://lindabeatham.com/
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Your Winter  Garden:  P ictures ,  P lease!  

The November Un-Tour meeting, our PowerPoint show featuring highlights of  

our members’ gardens, was such a success that we are planning on doing it 

again this year. I’d like to collect 

pictures of your winter gardens before 

the excitement of spring and summer 

shadows the more subtle beauties of 

winter . I know, I know—it is unclear 

whether or not we really HAD a winter 

this year. February was particularly confusing—daffodils and fruit trees 

blossoming, balmy weather alternating with some really cold days and nights. 

Nevertheless, please share pictures of what went on in YOUR winter garden. You 

can email them to me at lisebixler@sbcglobal.net  or post them to Facebook or Picassa or any other photo storage site 

you use, or bring paper prints to the March or April meeting.  

We may joke about our dry and warm Bay Area non-winter, 
but we become somber when we think about the very real 
possibility of drought. In fact, it’s official: the National 
Weather Service Climate Prediction Center (http://
www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/
DOD.html) predicts moderate to high probability of drought 
in California this year.  If you need help planning a water-wise 
garden, there is a free online gardening tool for our diverse 
local climate.  

· Go to http://wwww.watersavingtips.org/ , a website 
created by the Water 
Conservation Coalition of 
Santa Cruz County,  for a 
copy of “Water-Smart 
Gardening in Santa Cruz 
County”. You’ll be able to 

 View beautiful   local 
gardens for design ideas 

 

 Use interactive tools to design your garden 
 Evaluate hundreds of plant species and make a plant list 
 Learn how to reduce landscape water use 

Photo: redagainPatti / CC BY-ND 2.0 

 
 

The Aptos Farmers Market at Cabrillo College is bringing back its popular “Can You Dig It?” series of gardening workshops 
and hands-on demonstrations by Monterey Bay Master Gardeners on the 3rd Saturday of each month.  

GOING NATIVE: USING CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANTS IN YOUR GARDEN 

March 19th Speaker: Erin O’Doherty – Native Revival Nursery 

Adding California native plants to home gardens helps restore vital wildlife habitat in fragmented city environments. Learn 
how to create hardy, low maintenance, and drought tolerant gardens using the flora and fauna of California. The beauty of 
indigenous plants will change your mind forever about using California natives in the garden. 

Native Revival Nursery was founded in 1992 by Erin O'Doherty. After completing business school, Erin spent the summer 
working at Yerba Buena Nursery alongside their native plant gurus, learning the tricks of the trade. This experience 
sparked her passion for native plants and was the catalyst for the formation of Native Revival. Erin continues to own and 
operate the nursery to this day. Visit www.nativerevival.com for more information. 

mailto:lisebixler@sbcglobal.net?subject=Pictures%20of%20Winter%20Garden
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/DOD.html
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/DOD.html
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/DOD.html
http://www.watersavingtips.org/
http://www.webmd.com/click?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flickr.com%2Fphotos%2Fredagain%2F
http://www.webmd.com/click?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcreativecommons.org%2Flicenses%2Fby-nd%2F2.0%2F
http://www.nativerevival.com/
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A Contest!  (and correct ions…)  

 

 

Corrections: Last month I told you about Debbie 
Davidson’s remarkable etegami, a Japanese combination 
of art and poetry. However, I misspelled her artname (it is 
“dosankodebbie”) and gave you an incomplete url for her 
blog (it is http://etegamibydosankodebbie. 
blogspot.com/ ). Also, I neglected to tell you that you can 
buy her work, original paintings and cards, at her Etsy 
Etegami Emporium (http://www.etsy.com/shop/
dosankodebbie?ref=seller_info).  

And now...the contest! Next month is National Poetry Month. All of you gardeners have poetic souls—that’s what makes 
you gardeners. Do you have a favorite poem inspired by a garden, a flower, a season? Have you written a poem? 
Everyone who sends me something for Poetry Month will be entered in a drawing for the lovely spiderwort fan pictured 
above. I’ll try and fit as many contributions into the next issue as possible. Send them to me at lisebixler@sbcglobal.net , 
or give them to me at the March meeting. The contest winner will be announced next month. Good luck! 

This is small hand fan (7” x 4 “)  has been hand-painted by dosankodebbie 
on a stiff washi card fastened with a lacquered wooden handle.  Comes with 
a stiff paper stand and a light blue washi envelope if you want to gift mail it. 

Tuesday, March 20, 2012, 5:00-8:30pm 
Do you want to help the Arboretum? Get better 

acquainted with your Arboretum Community? 

Looking for a way to share your talents? Come join 

us for the 1st Arboretum FUN(d) Raiser! 

See you there! Bring your friends!!! We all 

bring the fun!  

Bring a dish to share & whatever you would like to 
drink. In addition, please bring ONE of the 
following: 
1. $10 per 
person or 

2. Something for the Auction 
Table (you set the starting bid) or 
3. Entertainment 

  

 5:00-6:00: Check in, then  
 Enjoy the Garden 

 6:00-7:00: Dinner 

 7:00-8:30: Entertainment & Auction 

Ideas for the Auction Table: plants, services, artwork, you name it! 

Ideas for Entertainment: music (anything that doesn’t require spe-

cial setup), skits, plant talks (short & entertaining), poetry, dance... 

Surprise us! For more info, email Melinda Kralj: mkralj @ ucsc.edu. 

A Few March Reminders  

Time to feed  your roses. Try this: an organic 

blend of cottonseed meal, alfalfa meal and 

composted manure.  

Plant cool-loving vegetables, such as cabbage, 

broccoli, spinach, radishes, Asian greens, 

lettuce,  parsley and peas. You can combine 

snap peas and snow peas in a container.  

Azaleas and camellias are best planted while 

blooming, which should be this month. Don’t 

feed your camellias until they have completed 

their blooming, or they will drop all remaining 

buds. Fertilize the plant AFTER the blooming 

ends.  

Pinch your chrysanthemums now for better, 

bushier blooms later. 

Side-dress the garlic you planted in fall with 

compost and soil amendments high in nitrogen.  

http://etegamibydosankodebbie.blogspot.com/
http://etegamibydosankodebbie.blogspot.com/
http://www.etsy.com/shop/dosankodebbie?ref=seller_info
http://www.etsy.com/shop/dosankodebbie?ref=seller_info
mailto:lisebixler@sbcglobal.net?subject=Pictures%20of%20Winter%20Garden
mailto:mkralj@ucsc.edu
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This is an example—a portion of the spring vegetable planting guide for Ben 
Lomond. To get one specific to your area, sign up using your zip code.  

Here’s  useful tool for 
vegetable gardeners. 
You can sign up for free 
just by entering your 
zip code. You’ll find a 

planting guide for spring and fall gardening seasons 
to help you know exactly when to plant. It is tailored 
to your specific location and results in optimum 
sprouting and yield. Indoor/outdoor germination, 
transplant and expected harvest times are supported 
for over 20 common vegetables. You’ll also find frost 
dates and timely chore lists. Sign up at http://
letsgrowveggies.com/. 

Earlier this year, I thought I’d try creating a blog. I called it, “Bouquet of the Day”, thinking 
that would be a reasonable way of organizing things that happen in my gardening life –it 
would be simple,  just make a bouquet every day, photograph it and say something about 
it. Hah! It says much about my life that I abandoned my blog after a week, too easily 
distracted by other enthusiasms. But someone else, Valerie Easton, has managed to make 
a whole book about her bouquets, season by 
season, as well as to elucidate the philosophy of 
what guides her to cut and gather. 

Last month I had the pleasure of attending the 
Yard, Garden and Patio Show in Portland, 
Oregon, where Valerie presented a seminar. 
She talked to us about cultivating “ecological 

reverence”. Hers is NOT another book about the technique of flower arranging. If anything, 
it is a book for people like me, who hate  
to cut anything in the garden and so miss  
the joys of admiring a blossom close  
up and personal on a table or 
counter indoors. Valerie 
reminded us of the Buddha 
saying, “If we could see the 
miracle of a single flower, our 
whole life would change”. 
 

 

Val’s Floral Preservative Recipe 
3 cups water 
1 T. sugar 
1 tsp. vinegar 
1 crushed aspirin 

 

For more of Howard Garrett’s  advice 

on wasps, nematodes and 

organic pest control, and 

suggested resources, 

read the recent 

newsletter on his 

website (http://

www.dirtdoctor.com/

Trichogramma-Wasps-

Nematodes- 

Newsletter_vq4645.htm). 

“If flowers are distilled emotion, then 

gathering and combining them into a 

single arrangement is surely the most 

expressive of arts. Choosing which ones 

to bring indoors and cutting and combin-

ing them in various patterns and colors is 

one more expression of our love for our 

gardens.” 

“The two beneficials that every gardener should  release 

as the foliage emerges this spring are trichogramma 

wasps and beneficial nematodes. The microscopic wasps 

will control caterpillars and the nematodes will control a 

host of pest  insects that have at least one of their life 

cycles in the ground. Another thing I recommend to all 

gardeners is to grind some bay leaves and mix some in 

around new transplants.” 

http://letsgrowveggies.com/
http://letsgrowveggies.com/
http://www.dirtdoctor.com/Trichogramma-Wasps-Nematodes-Newsletter_vq4645.htm
http://www.dirtdoctor.com/Trichogramma-Wasps-Nematodes-Newsletter_vq4645.htm
http://www.dirtdoctor.com/Trichogramma-Wasps-Nematodes-Newsletter_vq4645.htm
http://www.dirtdoctor.com/Trichogramma-Wasps-Nematodes-Newsletter_vq4645.htm
http://www.dirtdoctor.com/Trichogramma-Wasps-Nematodes-Newsletter_vq4645.htm


5 

 

 

“Have you seen Mattie Leeds’ 
garden? You must!” I was told 
on an Open Studios weekend 
last fall. So I did, and, truth be 
told, I haven’t really left 
Mattie’s garden since.  He was 
offering a class in “Building Big” 
sculptures, so I signed up, 
thinking the “Tomato Goddess” 
garden sculpture I had in mind 
would take me a month or so. 
But, I’m still working on it, and, 

surrounded by unique pieces of 
art, I find incredible inspiration 
for my own creativity and, of 
course, for my own garden. 

Mattie creates large scale hand 
painted ceramics that are 
enthusiastically admired and 
collected by an international 
audience. He is famous for his 
huge, boldly painted pots. In 
later years, he’s been working 

on monumental ceramic sculptures in 
different styles.  

Call  Mattie for an appointment (429-
8123, 8 am to 5 pm) and take a drive 
up to his Bonny Doon barn studio/
giftshop/sculpture garden (7258 

Empire Grade, Santa Cruz). Walk in wonder on the mosaic 
paths and marvel at the texture, color and shapes 
surrounding you. Browse the gift shop. Then ask Mattie to 
show you the collection of pots and vases stored under his 

studio, and perhaps, 
like me, you’ll decide 
you just have to have 
one.  

Like someone said to 
me last year, I say to 

you:  “Have you 
seen Mattie Leeds’ 
garden? You 
must!”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s a picture of the vessel I had to 
make mine, now nestled in my 
garden to highlight a blueish foliage 
area. It’s a slippery slope, being a 
collector. I’m a collector of many 
things - egg cups, hellebores, roses 
salvias, rusty objects, etc. I don’t have 
the money to be a serious art 
collector, but I’ve decided to save up 
and buy one Mattie Leeds piece a 

year.  (Note to husband Cliff: my birthday is in April, and 
there’s a vase or two I really, really like.)  

Lately Mattie is hard at work at a series 
of huge pots with amazing sun-
influenced sculptured  lids. They are still 
being painted and glazed, but you can 
get an idea of them with this picture of 

an unglazed 
one in my 
garden, where 
an Autumn 
Clematis is 
already eagerly 
embracing it as 
a trellis.  

 

 

A Second Gallery, Downtown Santa Cruz 

You can see more of Mattie’s work at a new gallery, the Leeds Family 
Gallery, at 123 Locust St. in Downtown Santa Cruz. Mattie’s talented wife-to-
be, Melissa Gibson, will be showing her work there as well.  

“Beyond his studio, Mattie has unified 

his beautiful hand built home and 

property into an impressive sculpture 

garden. Gigantic ceramic vessels 

embrace the landscape as if growing 

out of the earth, and nurtured by the 

sun. An old fishing vessel lays 

grounded behind a serpentine wall of 

rolling ocean waves built of river rock, 

glass, ceramic objects, and musical 

instruments…[This] is a place where 

Art , Nature and Life become one. “ 

-Description from Mattie’s new, amazing 
website  at http://www.mattieleeds.com/  

Vases I covet 

http://www.mattieleeds.com/
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It's easy-peasy to join our club! 

Dues are $12 per calendar year. Make 

check to "The Gardeners' Club" and 

mail to P.O. Box 3025., Ben Lomond, 

CA 95005. Meetings are held at 7:00 

p.m. on the 2nd Thursday of each 

month at the Aptos Grange Hall, 

                         2555 Mar Vista Dr., Aptos.  

      Printed on 100% recycled paper 

President 

Cherry Thompson, 475-0991 

cherrylea@comcast.net 

Vice President & Publicity 

Ilene Wilson, 724-4609 

mygardensup@aol.com 

Secretary 

April Barclay, 688-7656 

AABarclay@aol.com 

Treasurer 

Sim Gilbert, 475-8162 

simgilbert@baymoon.com 

Membership 

Suzanne Mercado, 609-6230 

Suzanne.bottomline@gmail.com 

Hospitality 

Debbie Kindle, 462-6296 

poppy-54@live.com 

Newsletter Writer/Editor 

Lise Bixler, 457-2089 

lisebixler@sbcglobal.net 

The Gardeners' Club 
 P.O. Box 3025, Ben Lomond CA 95005 

Members-at-Large 

Bill Patterson, 479-3729 

wilderwill@comcast.net 

Pat McVeigh, 475-9357 

pmcveigh@baymoon.com 

Joanna Hall, 662-8821 

jhavelock@sbcglobal.net 

Plant Table 

Patty Connole, 335-4134 

pattyconnolerltr@aol.com 

2nd position—vacant 

3rd position - vacant 

Refreshments 

Dey Weybright, 426-3028 

DEENART@aol.com 

Website 

Joe Thompson 

  

    
  www.thegardenersclub.org 

Daylight Savings Time 

begins Sunday, March 11th. 

Don’t forget to move your 

clocks ahead one hour the 

night before. 

Green living at its best –  gorgeous display gardens, container 
gardens, edible gardens and new products designed to help Planet 
Earth thrive. Learn at edible gardening workshops, cooking 
demonstrations and seminars on design and horticulture. Twenty full-
sized garden installations from top Bay Area designers (including John 
Greenlee and Mike Boss with one of their signature meadows, the 
Landscape Architecture & Environmental Planning Department of the 
University of California at Berkeley and New Zealand Sculptor Brent 
Summers) will teach attendees of all ages how to create “Gardens for 
a Green Earth”, with a strong emphasis on forward-looking, 
environmentally friendly techniques that can be accomplished in 
private gardens. Amongst the parade of celebrities speaking and 
demonstrating their skills will be Annie Somerville, a recognized 
pioneer in promoting organic cuisine and gardening through her 
restaurant Greens, and Wendy Johnson of Green Gulch Farms.  
Advance tickets available at local nurseries. More information at 
http://sfgardenshow.com/. 

mailto:lisebixler@sbcglobal.net
http://sfgardenshow.com/

